In all forms of tuberculosis early diagnosis is essential to successful treatment, but frequently the diagnosis is uncertain on account of the indefiniteriess of the physical signs in the earliest stages. The result of this is that valuable time is lost, as it is not always politic to treat a case as one of tuberculosis unless the diagnosis is certain.
Hitherto, apart from clinical or direct pathological evidence of the existence of tubercle, the only method which might be considered reliable is the observation of temperature changes resulting from the inoculation of Koch's old tuberculin. Considerable difference of opinion exists as to the reliability of the results so obtained.
At the best the method is cumbersome, necessitates the patient being confined to bed under careful observation for several days, and may require to be repeated more than once before a conclusion is arrived at.
Add 
